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Introduction

By Jesse Slome
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How many news stories have been
written about long-term care
In the last 30 days?
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ANnswer:

3,253 news stories
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Moral of the Story:

News media will help you tell the
story about long-term care
iInsurance Iin your local market
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What is PR?

Encouraging others to promote
long-term care insurance
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Why PR?
o Credibility
e Lasting impression

e Creates real value for
your business




2A

.%n{:l‘it‘etn._ﬂ&ﬂJCi:-Hinn

for Long-Term Care Insurance

% COUNTY

Mews tipa: Call Nancy Flake af (536 442-3426, fax fo [938) T58-5728, or e-mail; riflake & henanline.com
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Long-term care insurance a growing trend

By Lucrima Persaoes
Cot iy STl

Realizing the financial
mpact of long-term care g2 he
prowe older could bunben hia
fumaly, & Conrog dentisl foand
u sulution: long-term . care
inzurance.

“I don't want to eat op their
imheritance,” Dr. Joss Legg
salil. “Tt's not inexpenaive o da,
bt it's & heek of o Jot cheagter
dang it moath to meath than
being hil over the head with
the cost all ot once”

Long-term eare insurance is
& growing trend that Mont
pamsery apent L. B. Muoyne said
everyond should consider.

As n pobicy holder himesell,
Mayoe 15 encournging local
residesita 1o jein the eght mil-
lion Americans who have & pol-
icy thai covers in-home care, a8
well & the costs of nursmg
hoees

“Long-term  caré i not

something Medicare will pay
for” sadd Meyne, who owns
Gull Cosst Equity Manage-
ment Group “Either its paid
wat of ‘pocket, Urrough insur-
anee or through Medicaid. You
ulmost have b0 tuke a paupers
oath to pes Medicaid ®

Nuring home are in the
Houston area can coad whout
$60.000 a'year, or $5.000 o
moath, and the price doss nel
inchude medicnes ar dector
visils, Muyne sasd. His friend’s
mathar is slaying of & aursng
hame in Conroe that costs $160
o day

It really is terribly expen-
sive,” Mayne said

Mayne isnt the only coe
with & sakes pitch. Coogress
bss encoursped people Lo pur-
chase the policies s well, The
Debeit Reduction Act 2005
allows plales to offer people
whe buy loag-term-care imsur.
ance polices to qualify for
Medscare when they exhanst

BY THE NUMBERS

* Apcroximately B milon
AMBNCETS Owh Emg-l.l_lnlu
inUrAnGe

# ledivichush reocived §3.3
billion i benefit payments in
2006

* About 14 porcent of long-dem
e insurance claims cover
hosme cae

& Almos 30 percent of
payments wenl ioweds zssied
Inving coss

* Mhore than 36 percent of
paymnees wenl i rurting
heene cane

1ty P B A
Hane e kv |, oem Caw bawars

thear benedits

Califernia, Cannecticul,
Indisna pnd New Yook were
part of the succesafisl pilet pro-
gram that lad to the act being
approved. Several states are
expecied to approve the pro-

gram this year, including

.IL bill aatbared this pessinn
by state Ser. Jame Nelsan, H-
Larwisville, would permit some
logg-4erm care policy holders
Lo pnter the parinership with
the state,

*Certainly its best for
everyune to plan for their
fubire, bul, of course, i thay
bave limited rescurces it can
be difficult,” szid Ann Smith-
Daley, Deputy Commissionar
of Life, Hoalth and Licensing
for the Texas Departrent of
Insuranse. “ think it's imper-
tant for pesple to consider
lonyg-térm care ingurance when
they wre healthy The younger
yoel are, the less expensive the
policy i

However, if a 40-year<ld
buys a policy, the persun will
make paymenta for & much
lorgor period than someons
whe buys & policy ab 60 years
old. But, the policy costs rise
depending on & pemon's age

and state of heslth, and it
could reach o point whon an
imsurer will net take om &
dient, Duley said

Although palicy prices vary,
a person under 50 years old
could get m policy for $100 to
$300 0 moath, Mayne said

Lagg doesn mind paying
month after month for u palicy
that he may eever fully
exhaust.

Td always miher be sale
than serry” Legy sadd. "Hope-
Fully, TH never have to s it
e the insurer would hove all
mY Moy,

Daley recommends that
preople shop arand for o pelicy
with oplioes that s an indi-
vidual's neoda

Check n company’s kistory
of policy rate inerenses and

alse choose n company with &
proven track for good
customer sarvios, Dabey sad.

If Kelsen's bill passes this
legialative sessioeg it will beew

E.urjmuludmutuqnal
ified policy.

That's because the Defict
Resdwetion Al will ondy nooept
poticies that are, or have-the
same conditions ag, @ tae-gual-
ified policy, Daliy said.  *

Researching policies widn o
person s young is the hest Wy
to plan for the fabuwre in Lerms
of long-term cane, Daley shid.

“Toing it eurly is the:key”
Daley said. “Make sureYou

by it in the individual mhrket

snd look for opportunilics

through year emplayer” <
For more information, call

Gulf Coast Equity Mafmpe-

et Greap ot (936)

or the Texss Department of

Inspurance st (B0O) 5 T.

The department's Web

www il slate bous ®

Lucrehia Fernpades ml:rl ke
reached af Hernander@hepon-

Lime e
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Steps to PR Success

* Define your news media
 Understand news value
 |dentify your stories

e Deliver news
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Define Media

 Dalily newspapers

e Business publications
e TV stations

 Radio

 Magazines

 Online media
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Understand News Value

e New

 Unigque

e Impacts many

e Local

* Benefits readers/viewers

e Timely




ldentify Your Stories
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Deliver News
e Press release
e Pitch
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Anatomy of the Pitch
e Story idea
e Consumer benefit

 How you can help the
journalist




Do It yourself or hire?
e Time

e EXxpertise
e Passion

e Resources
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What to Look for in a Firm
 Media relations experience
e Results
 Comfort
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Tips for Success

e Issue news consistently
 Package your stories

e Target the right journalists
* Follow up with media

* Be patient
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For More Information:
Tom Albers
Albers Communications Group, LLC
Phone: (888) 296-2411, ext. 1
Email: tom@alberscommunications.com




